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Avoiding Wy 
TELEPHONE: (02) 9823 6418 the shame 


USUALLY you can turn any 
negative into a positive - all you 
need is a bit of imagination and a 
progressive mind. 

That has been the mood for most 
of my editorials in this club 
magazine, and others for differing 
National League clubs, over the 
last five seasons. 

But this week is something 
different; this week is one of 
shame. 

The disgraceful scenes which 
followed the match at South 
Melbourne in which Angelo 
Costanzo suffered a serious eye 
injury managed to push the news 
of the possible disintegration (as 
we go to press) of Collingwood 
Warriors. 

It is always sad when you are 
forced to write “failed to field a 
team" in the statistics section 
although that is something 
normally restricted to amateur or 
local league football. 

The Collingwood debacle only 
serves to remind us that our game 
is maybe not quite as professional 
as we think — or would like it to be. 

In both incidents the words of TV 
expert Johnny Warren come 
ringing home. On On The Bail last 
Sunday Warren said: " Maybe we 
are pushing our clubs too far too 
quick." 

Spot on Captain Socceroo. 

In our haste to get to a status of 
full professionalism we have 
undoubtedly stretched the system 
far more than it can comfortably 
handle. What has happened to the 
financial scrutiny of NSL clubs? 

What has happened to the 
monitoring of the progress of new 


Ericsson nica clubs? 

These were things which were 
promised to us by the power 
brokers. We weren't going to have | 
another Newcastle style pull out; | 
we weren't going to have another 
Sydney City style collanse; we | 
weren't going to have a lot of | 
things — but we have. 

And if we, instead, decided to | 
consolidate our leagué would that | 
be any bad thing. Consolidation | 
and consistency are things | have | 
been pushing for for seasons. 

Why can't we have just one 
season which is structured exactly 
the same as the previous ona? 

Maybe then we could siart to get 
our kitchen in order, maybe we 
could start to see a stronger police 
presence than the token couple of 
coppers who spend a whack of 
their time in press boxes 
throughout the country. 

We con't need the police - the 
fans do to ensure that the eniire | 
night goes off without violence. 

And that includes the visiting 
team bus's depariure. If this was 
the first time that this type of ucly 
incident had happened then CK, |! 
we can learn. But it isn't - and we 
aren't. 

Every single person who attends 
an Ericsson Cup match should be 
able to do so without fear of being 
assaulted or maimed — and that 
surely includes the players. 

Are we going to wait until a fan, 
or perhaps even Angelo Costanzo, 
takes action against our game's 
administrators for culpable 


damage? 


Bruce Campbell 
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UNITED ... UNITED ... UNITED ... UNITED ... UNITED ... UNITED... UNITED ... U 


Games aren't 
played on paper 


‘THEY'VE got the best squad in the C hi - | 
Ericsson Cup - on paper," says u ina cites menta 
United coach Branko Culina when : 


asked about today's big match toughness as edge in 


against Marconi. 
"Marconi have got a really good 


team but games aren't played on derby 'war' 


paper, are they.” 

And Culina goes into the game 
knowing that his young United 
pirates are clear favourites. 

That knowledge comes from 
sitling at the top of the league — but 
there is mo chance of any 
complacency creepi ng into Culina's 
plans. 

That is why he is at pains to point 
out that games are won on the park. 

“Look, we're playing well just now 
bul this is abig game. _ 

"Derbies are always like that, they 
tend te bring out the best in both 
sides, 

“Marconi are a tough nut to crack 
but we are playing well. 

"Against Melbourne Knights we 
played really well in one half and 
maybe that's a worrying aspect of 
our play, that we can allow 
ourselves to coast. 

“lf we do that we can be punished 
— aS we were against Knights with 
that last minute goa! and also at 
Newcasile and Brisbane.” 

But Culina knows that he goes 
into this vital match with the hottest 
strike force in Aussie soccer — as 
well as a vastly improved defence. 

Currently the forward pairing of 
David Zdrilic and Ante Milicic has 
been producing goals a-—plenty 
although at one stage there was a 
lot of concern over goals conceded. 


That is no longer the case. Back in form: Australia's top keeper, Zeliko Kalac - The Spider 
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. UNITED ... UNITED ... UNITED ... 


That has been an area of huge 
improvement," says the wily coach. 

“In our last four games we have 
only conceded two goals and | am 
really pleased with that. 

“Zeljko Kalac is playing really well 
just now — he is back to his best and 
that is great for the team." 

Culina will also be mindful, 
however, of the possible threat 
posed by former United starlet, 
Sean Babic. 

“| watched him against Visel 
Kobe during the week," says 
Culina, "and he was really sharp. 

"He is a difficult player to stop, he 
is always running and has plenty of 
drive. 

"And there is no doubt that 
against us Sean will be all pumped 
up. 

"He'll be determined to prove 
something although leaving United 
at the end of last season was his 
choice. 

"| wanted him to stay and | would 
prefer to have him in my team than 
against me." 

But if you ask Culina for one 
single factor which will sway this 
game in United's favour he'll likely 
point to attitude. 

In recent weeks the young 
Pumas have shown that they have 
the right frame of mind to go all the 
way, they are no longer regarded 


as a side which 
will bottle it at the 


final hurdle. 

‘I'd have to 
agree with thai," 
Branko says. 


"! think we have 


‘become mentally 


tougher. 

"But we have to 
do that to achieve 
what we are 
capable of. 

“I'l still say that 
games aren't won 
on paper - so we 
have to go out 
there and do the 
business." 

tt is sure 
shaping up for one 
hell of a game. 


This Season; 
Marconi 0 
United 3 


Last Season; 
Marconi 1 
United 1 
Marconi 3 
United 1 
United 1 
Marconi 1 


UNITED ... 


UNITED ... UNITED ... UNITED ... 


Former United starlet Sean Babic 
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FOR THE last few 
seasons Sydney United 
have been the babies of 
the competition; a young 
side in years but gaining 
rapidly in experience and 
on the way collecting the 
pundits plaudits for their 
soccer class. 

Little wonder with the 
background of so many 
players having graduated 
from the Australian 
Institute of Sport and 
collecting countless 
appearances in the four 
levels of Australian 
national teams. 

But one player is a fly in 
the ointment; sending 
their collective average 
age away above what it 
might be. 

And with his thirty third 
birthday now just a dim 
and distant memory 
Velimir Kupresak is the 
baby sitter of the side, the 
real 'old timer’. 

That doesn't bother the 
player who, like a good 
malt whisky, just seems 
to get better with age. 

"Age doesn't make any 
difference," says the 
‘Iceman’. 

"If you are playing well 
enough then you'll get a 
game — that is what it is Il 
about. 

"It isn't about age, it is 
about how you play." 


looking for 


his new home. 


physical." 


Iceman 


Age is irrelevant, he 
keeps maturing like 
a good malt 


And this season 
Kupresak has been 
playing as well as ever, 
maybe even stepping up 
a notch or two in he 
absence of crowd 
favourite Tony Popovic. 

Kupresak isn'tnoted for 
his verbosity off the field, 
instead letting _his 
younger team-mates 
grab their share of the 
limelight. 


You suspect that he 
likes it that way, allowing 
him the space to do what 
he does best - mop up 
opposition forwards. 

And with his form 
getting better and better 
Velimir Kupresak has 
been an almost 
permanent fixture in the 
first team with only the 
occasional suspension 
or injury keeping him on 
the sidelines. 


This season he has 
aiso managed to grab 
two all-too rare goals, 
against Perth and 
Melbourne Knights. 

"There is more of that 
to come as well, " he 
promises. 

And a final word ferrmn 
the Iceman? 

"This is our season," he 
chips in, "this is the year 
of Sydney United." 


United Super—Sub 


a touch 


IMPORT STRIKER Damir Cvetko has had to be 
content with largely a super—sub role for United so far 
this season as he adjusts to the different pace of 
Australian soccer yet he has shown enough to 
indicate that he is a class signing with undoubtedly 
much more and better still to come. 

Some time ago he spoke to Match Day about the 
differences between soccer in Croatia and Australia, 


"The game is a lot quicker and certainly a lot more 
quicker than in Croatia," Cvetko said. 

"Also the speed of the first ball touch is more 
important here and also the game is so much more 


The differences in the physical side of the game has 
seen the bustling forward with the cannonball shot 
lacking that little bit of fitness, something which the 
coaching staff at United have been working on. 

United signed Cvetko from the Croatian Second 
Division where he rattled in 25 goals last season, 
although he has also had spells with First Division 


clubs. 


"| think that Australian football is much more 
‘English’ in approach," Cvetko added, "with a lot of 


long crosses and high bails. 


“In Croatian football | was more used to shorter 
touches and passes and obviously it takes some time 
to adjust to this different style. 

“It is important to have fitness in Australia 
particularly with the hot weather. 

“But | am very impressed so far with the standard of 


Australian football", 


—¥\«eo0@—0—$@—@9MN 
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Spot the soccer 


Arthur Huggins was an NSL club director in the early hey—days of 
the NSL — and he's taken time out to highlight a problem which has 
existed in the game for as long as anyone can remember 


HAVE you ever played ‘Spot the 
Soccer’? 

It can be quite a difficult game to play 
in certain parts of Australia - and 
Sydney, it seems, is no exception. 

The aim of the game is to search 
through different media sources and 
find news on soccer (or football as it 
will soon be officially 
known in this country). 

You win if when having 
found a news article on 
the game you shout out 
SOCCER. 

The prize is information 
about the worid’s most 
popular sport. 

Yet there are many 
days when you'll be 
struggling to find anything 
at all about focal teams, 
never mind what's 
happening at the national 
or international level. 

Now, having said that, it 
must be pointed out that 
there are some excellent 
soccer news sources, 
and that, compared io say 
twenty years ago, things 
are a lot better. 

In the seventies it was 
difficult to find a sports 
editor or director willing to 
give soccer the time of 
day. 

In fact, there appeared 
to be a general reluctance 
by the 'powers that be' to 
accept a sport which 
some saw as a direct 
threat to their traditionally 
held views of wnat should 
constitute an Australian 
national pastime. 

Well that's ail changed 
— hasn't it? 

in Perth the Glory's Gary Marocchi 
tells us that they get excellent press 
coverage seven days a week. 

Hard to believe, isn't it? 

Marocchi says that's one of the 
reasons they get such huge crowds to 
their home games. 

In Sydney things have improved 
greatly and there are certain places 
where you can find heaps on soccer 
(and so win the game) but alas there 


are some days and places which must Taylor often has a good colour piece. 


be avoided to escape frustration! 

First the GOOD SPOTS. 

Well, for starters, The Telegraph, on 
match day and the day after, always 
has good coverage - with the odd 
photo and all. 

There there's our two local free 


Johnny Warren: a particular ‘Huggy' favourite 


distribution papers which give great 
support. 

Of course, SBS TV has excellent 
coverage with both the Sunday On The 
Ball programme and the Monday night 
replays being often the only chance to 
resolve the odd refereeing controversy 
which appears to follow most games 
these days. 

Another top place is the Sunday 
Telegraph sports |ift-out where John 


it also almost goes without saying 
that Maich Day at the ground for home 
games is an absolute must. 

So much for the good. 

What about THE BAD? 

Well, it is almost impossible to find 
anything on local soccer in any paper 
midweek, and | suspect 
that this has less to do 
with any journalist's 
enthusiasm for writing on 
soccer that other factors. 

Then there are the 
electronic media other 
than the one mentioned - 

an almost total blackout. 
| What can be done to 
improve coverage iri 
these areas -must be 
seriously addressed by aii 
involved at Federation, 
Club, Media managemeni 
and journalist levels. 

What | can suggest is 
that if you, as a soccer 
Supporter, are a really 
| serious player of 'Spot ihe’ 
Soccer’ you will lobby alt 
your favourite media 
spots and demand thai 
they give more coverage 
to the world game. 

Speaking of the world 
game | must aiso confess 
| that another of my 
favourite spots is on the 
internet at htip://www.fa- 
carling.com/club/m.fc. 
mainly because | am one 
of those pitiful souls who 
follow Middiesborough 
FC in the English Premier 
Leagues. 

! believe that from next 
season all Ericsson Cup 
teams in Australia will be 
required to have a home page on the 
‘net’ and this will be a great place to 
‘Spot the Soccer. 

If you have any unique media 
‘sitings' that you want to pass on to 
me, or top the masses, then | would 
invite you to send it to me c/o Match 
Day or e mail to Huggy @ 
dynamite.com.au, 

Happy Soccer Spotting! 
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OVER THE years Sydney United 
has had the wood on_ their 
neighbours from down the hill in 
Bossley Park. 

And even back in State League 
days the Reds were always 
capable of turning the cards on the 
Stallions - like the time back in 
1978 when the NSL Cup decided to 
admit non-national league clubs 
and the guys from United knocked 
their then big time neighbours flat 
on their backsides. 

But despite that if you had spoken 
to Branko Culina in September 
about where he would like to be 
sitting in February he wasn't as 
confident. 

Back then he was plagued with 
problems and a place at the top of 
the league and the mouth watering 
prospect of a derby win were 
furthest from his mind. 

“Im not happy about our pre- 
season training at ali," he said back 
then. 

"We've had Robbie Enes, 
Richard Plesa, Mark Babic, Robbie 
Trajkovski, Aytek Genc, Robbie 
Markovac, Kresimir Marusic and 
Damir Cvetko all out or missing for 
one reason or another." 

That was certainly no way for the 
club to begin its assault on the 
1996/87 Ericsson Cup and the 
4,085 supporters who turned up on 
the opening day of the season 
would have probably gone away 
shaking their heads. 

Then a plucky Wollongong side 
came within inches of causing a 
sensational home defeat. 

Bui the Wolves blundered by 
substituting a flat player at a crucial 
time in the match and United 
grabbed a share of the points to 
continue on an undefeated run at 
home which started at the 
beginning of April and has now 
gone for eleven months. 

That is another record that Culina 
will be desperate to keep, even if 
only for the psycological advantage 
it gives his side against visiting 
clubs. 

"We know every blade of grass at 
Edensor Park," he says, "so giving 
up that advantage today to play at 
Parramatta is a big loss for us. 

"But forget that, we'll look at the 
bigger picture for the club and our 
team is playing well enough to take 
on Marconi today - even if we were 


Early 
plans all 
at sea 


playing on the moon." 

So far the two teams have met 
twice this season, an away league 
game and a Waratah Cup semi 
final, and each time the Reds have 
knocked three goals past Bobby 
Caitiin. 

Culina doesn't need record books 
to tell him that is a good result 
against the millionaires of 
Australian soccer and he'll be 
determined to keep his record up. 

And he doesn't need anyone to 
remind him that his pre-season 


swim 


WHAT do you do when your team is 
top of the league with the kind of 
points break that other coaches 
would die for? 


corner. 


Time for a 


Do you keep up the intensive training which has got those results, do you 
slacken off or do you do what United are planning, and go for a swim? 

"I don't want the players to go flat," says Branko Culina. 

“A lot of them have had very hard seasons and there is the big danger of 
peaking too early and then being flat when the play-offs come around. 

"So we'll make a few adjustments to our training schedule to keep their 
interest up - after the match against UTS Olympic." 

Then the Sydney United players can look forward fo a mixed bevy of 
basketball, indoor soccer and swimming — all designed to help them mentally 
as well as physically with the big play-off matches now just around the 


"That relaxed training should help them ireshen up for those last few 
games," adds Culina. "Then we'll be set for the finals." 


plans certainly go to script. 

Since then the Reds have gone 
on a roller coaster ride which saw a 
run of twelve games without defeat, 
a new home ground NSL 
attendance record set and a record 
number of players called up for the 
Socceroos under new boss Terry 
Venables. 

Again, Culina hates having record 
books and stats put in his line of 
sight - a line which is so clearly 
focussed on just one thing; winning 
each game as it comes. 
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1996/97 
PUMA STATISTICS 


Best League (United) Crowd: 

13,121 v Brisbane Strikers (Away — Round 13) 
11,381 v UTS Olympic (Home — Round 5) 
10,650 v Brisbane Strikers (Home - Round 14) 
10,158 v Wollongong City (Away - Round 15) 


a David ZDRILIC (Sydney United) 
I : Ante MILICIC (Sydney United) 
110 Bobby DESPOTOVSKI (Perth Glory) 

9 Rod BROWN (Brisbane Strikers) 

Jimmy TSEKENIS (West Adelaide) 

8 Frank FARINA (Brisbane) 

Ice KUTLESOVSKI (Melbourne Knights) 
H Norman TOME (UTS Olympic) 
\7 Vasili KALOGERACOS (Perth Glory) 
Paul STRUDWICK (Perth Glory) 


Best League (United) Home Crowd: 
11,381 v UTS Olympic (Round 5) 

10,650 v Brisbane Strikers (Round 15) 
5,451 v Collingwood Warriors (Round 9) 


Total League Home Crowds: 
49,095 (8 games) 


Average League Home Crowd: 
6,136 


All Club Top League Crowd: 
17,582 Perth Glory v Marconi Fairfield (R14) 


Player Appearances: 
16 Babic, Mark 
16 Bilokapic, Paul 
01 Burns, Jacob 
07 Culina, Jason 
15 Cvetko, Damir 
14 Enes, Robert 
04 Gene, Aytek 
04 Gibson, Chad 
17 Kalac, Zeljko 
15 Kupresak, Velimir 
08 Markovac, Robbie 
17 Marusic, Kresimir 
17 Milicic, Ante 

16 Moric, Ante 

02 Plesa, Richard 
07 Popovic, Tony 

12 Rudan, Marko 

16 Trajkovski, Robert 
02 Vrkic, Joe . 
17 Zdrilic, David Total: 20 players 
Goals Scored: : 

14 Zdrilic, David 

12 Milicic, Ante 

02 Babic, Mark 

02 Cvetko, Damir 

02 Enes, Robbie 

02 Marusic, Kresimir 

02 Moric, Ante 

02 Popovic, Tony (1 pen) 

02 Rudan, Marko 

02 Velimir Kupresak 

01 Genc, Aytek 

01 Trajkovski, Robbie 

02 own goal TOTAL: 46 goals 


David Zarilic: United top scorer on 14 goals 


ERICSSON CUP 


| ROUND 18 
Friday 

| Newcastle Breakers v Wollongong City Wolves 
Saturday 

Ganberra Cosmos v Perth Glory 

Gippsland Falcons v UTS Olympic 

| Brisbane Strikers vy South Melbourne 

| Sunday 

| Collingwood Warriors v West Adelaide 

| Sydney United v Marconi Fairfield 
| Adelaide City v Melbourne Knights 
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Erictien Cup 


ROUND 16 

Friday 7 February 

Newcastle Breakers 3 Brisbane Strikers 1 

S Pryce pen 5 R Brown 48 

Sprod 51 

own goal 62 

Att: 6,102 Referee: M Breeze 

Venue: Breakers Stadium 

Saturday 8 February 

Canberra Cosmos 0 UTS Olympic 2 
Emerton 73 
Ardone 88 

Att: 3,200 Referee: B Hugo 

Venue: Bruce Stadium 

Gipplsand Falcons 4 Melboume Knights 2 

E Masi 17 Kutlesovski 20, 24 

Att: 3,152 Referee: A Gorton 

Venue: Falcons Park 

Sunday 9 February 

Perth Glory 1 West Adelaide 4 

Kalogeracos $1 Tsekinis 32 

Att: 15,733 Referee: E Lennie 


Venue: Perth Oval 


Marconi Fairfield 2 
Awaritefe 39, 82 
Referee: S Micallef 


Collingwood Warriors 1 
Boutsianis 33 

Att: 2,345 

Venue: Victoria Park 


Sydney United 2 South Melboume 0 
Trajkovski 24 

Zdrilic 30 

Att: 5,139 Referee: G Connolly 
Venue: Sydney United Sports Centre 


Adelaide City 0 Wollongong City 0 
Att: 3,557 Referee: E Brezzale 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 

ROUND 17 

Friday 14 February 


Wollongong City 0 Brisbane Strikers 4 
T Cranney 26, 60 
Farina 44 

R Brown 53 

Att: 3,862 Referee: B Hugo 


Venue: Brandon Park 


Saturday 15 February 

Perth Glory 0 Newcastle Breakers 2 
McGuire 12 
Wilson 52 

Att: 11,546 Referee: W Dade 


Venue: Perth Oval 


Marconi Fairfield 7 
Zoric 32 
Att: 3,936 


Gippsland Falcons 0 
Referee: M Shields 


We LLonGo nt 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE (N) 


NORTHERN DIVISION P W DL F A Pt 
Wollongong City 15 8 4 3 36 24 25 
Newcastie Breakers 149 0 § 32 19 27 
Sydney United 137 4 2 27 12 28 
Marconi Fairfield 1286 1 3 14 8 2&8 
AIS 13 7 3 3 24 12 24 
NSWIS 147 0 7 23 27 21 
Sydney United Colts 14 6 1 7 20 2 19 
QueensiandAcademy 15 4 2 9 27 28 14 
ACT Academy 133 1 9 14 30 10 
Marconi Colts 133 60 10 13 33 9 

UTS Olympic Colts 132 0 11 10 41 6 


pt 


ERICSSON CUP 


P WOLF A Pa 
Sydney United 17 12 3 2 46 21 39324 
Brisbane Strikers 17 10 2 5 36 24 3232 
Adelaide City 17 7 7 & (Bae 1SigMe | 
Perth Glory 17 8 3 6 34 26 2724 
Marconi Fairfield 17 8 3 6 25 22 2724 
West Adelaide 17.8 2 7 27 20 26 2¢ 
South Melbourne 17 7 4 6 20 15 25) 
Melbourne Knights 17 56 5 7 21 21 20 
Newcastle Breakers 17 4 8 6 28 306 20 24 
UTS Olympic 165 4 7 21 28 19 9 
Collingwood Warriors 16 3 7 6 15 28 16 \4 
Gippsland Falcons 17 3 4 10 16 31 13 4 
Canberra Cosmos 18641 #S #12 16 4082 || 


Venue: Marconi Stadium 


Sunday 16 February 

Melboume Knights 4 Sydney United 4 

A Cervinski 90 Enes 10 

Ait: 5,953 Referee: E Lennie 
Venue: Knights Park 

South Melbourne 0 Adelaide City 2 
Tobin pen 58 

Brooks 68 

Ait: 6,802 Referee: G Connolly 


Venue: Lakeside Stadium 


West Adelaide 4 Canberra Cosmos 1 


Aloaisi 52, 77 Lemezina 89 
Tsekinis 89 

Alagich 90 

Att: 3,800 Referee: B Panella 


Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 


UTS Olympic Collingwood Warriors 
Venue: Belmore Sports Ground 
Match not piayed. Collingwood failed field a team, 


ne 
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SYDNEY UNITED ' MARCONI 

/4. Zeljko Kalac 1. Bob Catlin 

/2. Robert Trajkovski 2. Gary Van Egmond 
“P3.  Velimir Kupresak Co < Ya sisi A i igny 
(| 4. 7 : obert Stanton 
'YS. Mark Babie ( (2° | (5. ee Lae) 
i 46. Robert Enes 6. uke Casserly y 7¢> 

/7. Kresimir Marusic 7. Andy Harper G63 ¢ ¢ 
| 8. Ante Moric ‘y cE BB. Eric Hristodoloul 
'// 9. Robbie Markovac : abr Craig Foster 
(ce 
\/| 11. Damir Cvetko j 
12. Aytec Genc Transport 713. Aaron Holst *) 

44 David Zdrilic Gf 14. Andrew Ravanello 
AIA5. — Jason Chins 715. Mark Robertson 
iLA7, Paul Bilokapic Y ¥(3\) 16. Zeljko Babic i ‘1% y 

18. Richard Plesa ba lage iam 
tas 19. Tony Keslovie : aul Souri 
\20. Peter Blazincic DUM ( | | 19. Brendan Renaud 

~24. Mark Rudan P 1/20. Leslie Pogliacomi 
22. Jacob Bums ax$ 21. Nick Bosevski 
23. Chad Gibson 522. Darren McDonald 
24 Dean Culina 423. Vlado Zoric 
25. Tom Maric 
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| 27. John Didulica ) 


FAIRFIELD WETHERILL PARK HINCHINGROOK 


The boil Sport store w lowe 


Supporters Discount Voucher 


Simply present this voucher at either the Fairfield, Wetherill Park aS 
or Hinchinbrook stores and you will receive 10% of the price 
of your purchase. It's that simple. Minimum purchase $20. 
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SOCCER CGLus 


i ee 


The best sports store im towr 
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| 
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| 
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i 


We are the soccer specialists 


All the major brands 


Huge range " Sydney United's 


| Official Supplier 


Wear the colours 
of your team 


AG Mican 


Fairfield Wetherill Park Hinchinbrook 


Smart Street Stockland Mall The Valley Plaza 
Ph: 726 9777 Ph: 609 7215 Ph: 826 8872 


United's own Chad Gibson is on hand at our Fairfield Store 


UNIFAB EQUIPMENT 


AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 


Airconditioning Equipment, Split Systems, Rooftops, 
Water Cooled Packaged Units, Chillers, Fan Coils 


STEVE BAKARICH 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


® 
UULINID = Unit 9, 274-276 Hoxton Park Road, 


[cee men, Now S| 
| ) Phone: (02) 607 4544 | 


AIR CONDITIONERS | Fax: (02) 607 3150 


B CAN \ & INCOME TAX/ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


TAXATION SPECIALIST 
14 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Mr llija Bicanic s.cc.ur. ara. 


Suite 1 Edensor Park Shopping Plaza 
Cnr. Edensor & Allambie Roads 
EDENSOR PARK NSW 2176 


100 METRES FROM HERE I!!! 


TEL: 9610 9951 FAX: 9610 9953 
MOB: 041 113 9031 


l 
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Sydney Pools 


AND SPAS 


Pool Shop The Sydney Pools and Spas Pool Shop is located 
downstairs from our offices and stocks a complete 
range of chemicals, spare parts and replacement 
equipment. Our staff will be more than happy to 
answer any query you may have. 


Unit 34/272 Victoria Street 
Wetherill Park NSW 2164 
Phone (02) 757 1077 

Fax (02) 757 1058 


We're behind Australian soccer, all the way. 


ERICSSON 2 


When does 


a tree grow 


THEY SAY that Rugby Union is a 
thug's game played by gentiemen; 
they also say that soccer is agame 
for gentlemen played by thugs. 

‘They’, needless to say, are 
Rugby Union writers. 

Some people also say that 
footballers have brains only in their 
feet. 

Again, 
simplification. 

Yet Sydney United is the club of 
paradoxes, the one that proves 
that journalists are not only often 
wrong they are usually wrong — 
including this one. 

A chat with the Sydney United 
players reveals a lot of very bright 
and intelligent guys, ones who 
would leave most journos standing 
in conversations on the majority of 
subjects. 

They are the new breed of 
footballer, the sporting equivalent 
of the Sensitive New Age Guy (and 
don't you just /ove that SNAG tag). 

And surprise, surprise the 
United coach is no exception. 

Branko Culina loves to probe the 
depths, look for that inner soul, 
seek to develop his players 
mentally as well as physically and 
tactically. 

The Bamboo Tree is a typical 
example. 

"It goes like this," he explains. 

"There is a Chinese barnboo tree 
which takes six years to grow. 

"In the first year there is no 
growth at all. 

"Then in the second year nothing 
either - nor in the third nor fourth 
or even fifth. 

"Then in the last six weeks it 


another over— 


grows five or six feet. 

"So, | ask the question: “When 
does the tree grow - in the first 
year or in the last year? 

"Our tear is like that. 

"We have been building for five 
or six years now but it is only reaily 
this season that we have started to 
achieve our potential. 

“But when was ail of the hard 
work done? 

"| believe that Mantred Schaefer 
did a lot of hard work when he was 
here before me and we are oniy 
starting to see the results of that 
now. 

“Over the last three seasons we 
have had to care for the team, look 
after iis development and now 
watch it grow. 

"Maybe some people would say 
that now the team is playing 
properly but | ask the question 
again: “When did the growth start?" 

That's not your usual profile 
story, nor is it your usual response 
from a coach. 

Usually it is wading through a 
minefield of cliche ridden 
Statements, talking a lot, saying 
nothing. 

Usually knocking up a story on a 
coach is one boring period at the 
tape recorder followed by an even 
more boring period at the 


keyboard. 

Culina is different - and so is 
United. 

And maybe Culina's own career 
has a parallel to his bamboo tree 
story. 

He's been through the growih 
period; stunning success at 
Geelong, sacked at Melbourne 
Knights and on the brink of maybe 
getting the axe at United once or 
twice also as the supporters lost 
patience with the growth of his 
‘kids’. 

*| feel for coaches who got 
sacked," he admits. 

"When Dave Ratcliffe got sacked 
from Olympic | phoned him straight 
away because | know what it is like. 

"Nobody in this business likes to 
see another professional out of 
work." 

The irony now, of course, is that 
Culina has not only seen his team 
mature but his own coaching 
status has ‘grown! - like his tree. 

Now he is one of the sought-after 
properties on the Australian 
coaching scene with his own future 
the subject of speculation. 

"I'd like to resolve all that with the 
United board over the next couple 
of weeks,” he says frankly. 

“I's hard for the players, 
especially with all this talk about 
players being targeted by other 
clubs." 

Now Sydney United is no longer 
a nursery, it has fully fledged irees 
in the garden. 

Trees that are better off in the 
famous red shirts than elsewhere 
in the Ericsson Cup. 

Bruce Campbell 
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Croatia is waiting for you 
THE FRIENDLY TEAM AT WONDERLAND TRAVEL AND 
BRAVO INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAYS ARE READY TO MAKE IT 
HAPPEN FOR YOU. 


BE IT TRAVEL FOR BUSINESS, FAMILY OR JUST A WELL- 
DESERVED HOLIDAY THEN THE HELPFUL & FRIENDLY 
STAFF ARE READY TO ASSIST YOU. 


PROUD SPONSORS OF THE | 
SYDNEY UNITED SOCCER TEAM 


WONDERLAND TRAVEL BRAVO INTERNATIONAL 
FAIRFIELD HOLIDAY 
Lic. no. 2TA 003207 Lic. no. 2TA 003702 


13 Ware Street, Fairfield 4th Floor, 32 York Street, Sydney 


TEL: 9727 7177 TEL: 9290 2377 


CROAT BABES AUSTRATH 


s 


GPO BOX 242 SYDNEY 2001 
‘Facsimile: (02) 9235 1382 
Telephone: (02) 9235 1381 


A QUALITY OF LIFE 


PERFORMANCE 
: on your special receiver 
portowine v was BOTT 
PIRATE 


HRVATSRI RADIO AUS KALIL 


Koll pai 

ey, Zé SRETNIUE, VEDRIUE, SUYCANE DANE ! 
Oo| | / 7 | 

ae ZA LIEVSE UGODNUR, ZVJEZDANE NOCH! 


24 hoursaday 7 days a week 
for your special receiver ring us on 
9235 1381 


OR VISIT THE SYDNEY UNITED 
SOUVENIR SHOP 
ON MATCH DAYS 
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TEAKLE, ORMSBY, GEORGE 


—_——— SOLICITORS & ATTORNEYS 


¢ Personal Injury 
Claims 

¢ Police Matters 

¢ Conveyancing 


Telephone: 9891 3437 


Facsimile: 9891 3748 


HUNTER COURT 
. 10, 2-6 HUNTER STREET, PARRAMATTA NSW 2150 


© Peter George 


io 
| 


© Associate: lan.F. Schollbach 
© Consultant: Irwin A. Ormsby 


The need ere 


change 


“THIS CLUB is really going to go 
places," says Ivan Simic. 

"I've already said to ASF 
Chairman David Hill that | believe 
we can really make a huge impact 
on the Sydney market - and | 
believe that we have the potential 
to do just that." 

In the last few weeks the west 
Sydney club has announced the 
arrival of Dr John Hewson as 
honorary chairman — and there is 
an imminent announcement 
shortly of another VERY high 
profile soccer figure set to join an 
executive committee being set up 
to steer United into the new 
millenium. 

"The demands of modern soccer 
are placing huge strains on our 
resources," adds Simic. 

"That is why we have to 
embrace a bigger marketplace. 

"| know that some of the 
changes and adjustments haven't 
gone done well with ail of our 
supporters and | genuinely feel for 
them. 

"But we can't keep the club as it 
was forty years ago, it just isn't 
possible. 

“There is a big market in Sydney 
and we have to adjust to meet their 
demands." 

The club president stresses that 
he wants to embrace all 
Supporters and how much he 

‘places on the traditional ‘hard 
core' fan who has followed the 
club through good and bad. 

"They are the backbone of this 
club," he adds. 

"How can you discount our loyal 
supporters? 

"But the simple truth is that if we 
want to keep this club at the 


forefront of Austrlian soccer then 
we have to start attracting crowds 
averaging fifteen thousand. 

"That is possibie - all of our 


SOCCER UNITED 


way he can and! am sure that with 
his help, and ofall of ihe other club 
Supporters, that we will be able to 
achieve our goals — on and off the 


market research shows that it is park 


very achievable but we must make 
some change." 

And the appointment of Dr 
Hewson to the board is an 
example of the change that Simic 
is looking to embrace. 

"Look, don't get me wrong,” he 
says. 

"We didn't ask John Hewson to 
come to Sydney United because 
he is a high profile politician. 

"We asked him because he is a 
huge soccer fan - and a high 
profile identity. 

"He is very keen on this club and 
is determined to help us in any 


Mark Babic and Francis Awantefe: set for another head to toe 
clash in the all-Sydney derby at Parramatta Stadium today 


Simic also spoke candidly of the 
high price of success, and has no 
illusions of the difficulty of 
preparing for the following season. 

"Because we have been so 
Successful everybody wants our 
players and our coaches," he 
says. 

"We need another $200,000 
next season to pay our playing 
Staff - just so we don't go 
backwards. 

“That is why the adjustments 
being made at the club are vital." 

Adjustments which Simic is 
prepared to meet head on. 
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ROUND 1 (week-ending 13th October) 


Adelaide City 0 Brisbane Strikers 0 
Perth Glory 1 UTS Olympic 4 
Canberra 2 Marconi Fairfield 3 
Collingwood 3 Melbourne Knights 0 
Gippsland 0 South Melbourne 0 
Sydney Utd 3 Wollongong City 3 
Newcastle 6 West Adelaide 1 


ROUND 2 (week-ending 20th October) 


Brisbane 6 Newcastle Breakers 1 
UTS Olympic 1 Canberra Cosmos 0 
Marconi 1 Collingwood Warriors 1 
Melb Knights 1 Gippsland Falcons 1 
Sth Melbourne 1 Sydney United 3 
Wollongong 1 Adelaide City 0 

West Adelaide Perth Glory 3 


ROUND 3 (week-ending 27th October) 
Brisbane 2 Wollongong City 1 


Newcastle 1 
Canberra 1 


Perth Glory 3 
West Adelaide 3 


Collingwood Warriors v UTS Olympic PP 


Gippsland 2 Marconi Fairfield 2 
Sydney Utd 3 Melb Knights 1 (6/11/96) 
Adelaide City 2 South Melbourne 1 


ROUND 4 (week-ending 3rd November) 


Wollongong City 0 Newcastle Breakers 0 
South Melbourne 1 Brisbans Strikers 2 
Melbourne Knights0 Adelaide City 0 
Marconi Fairfield® | Sydney United 3 

UTS Clympic 3 Gippsiand Falcons 0 
West Adelaide 1 Collingwood Warriors 2 
Perth Glory 6 Canberra Cosmos 0 


ROUND 5 (week-ending 10th November) 
Wollongong City 1 South Melbourne 1 


Brisbane Strikers 2 Melbourne Knights 1 
Adelaide City 0 Marconi Fairfield 1 
Sydney United 2 UTS Olympic 1 
Gippsland Falcons 1 West Adelaide 2 


Collingwood Warriors 0 Perth Glory 0 
Newcastle Breakers 2 Canberra Cosmos 2 


ROUND 6 (week-ending 17th November) 
South Melbourne 1 Newcastle Breakers 0 
Melbourne Knights 0 Wollongong City 0 
Marconi Fairfield 0 Brisbane Strikers 1 


UTS Olympic 1 Adelaide City 1 
West Adelaide 2 Sydney United 3 
Perth Glory 2 Gippsland 3 


Canberra Cosmos 2 Collingwood Warriors 2 


ROUND 7 (week-ending 24th November) 


South Melbourne 1 Melbourne Knights 1 
Wollongong City 3 Marconi Fairfield 2 
Brisbane Strikers 4 UTS Olympic 1 
Adelaide City 1 West Adelaide 0 
Sydney United 4 Perth Glory 2 
Gippsland Falcons 0 Canberra Cosmos 0 


Newcastle Breakers 1 Collingwood Warriors 1 
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Ericsson Cup 
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ROUND 8 (week-ending 1st December) 


Melbourne Knights 2 Newcastle Breakers 0 

Marconi Fairfield 0 South Melbourne 1 

UTS Olympic 1 Wollongong City i 

West Adelaide 0 Brisbane Strikers 0 
Perth Glory 2 Adelaide City 1 

Canberra Cosmos 1 Sydney United 3 


Collingwood Warriors 0 Gippsland Falcons 1 
ROUND 9 (week-ending 8th December) 


Adelaide City 1 Canberra Cosmos 0 
Brisbane Strikers 1 Perth Glory 5 
Wollongong City 2 West Adelaide 0 

South Melbourne 4 UTS Olympic 1 
Melbourne Knights 1 Marconi Fairfield 2 
Sydney United 7 Collingwood Warriors 0 


Newcastic Breakers 2 Gippsland Falcons 2 


ROUND 10 (week-ending 15th December) 
Marconi-Fairfield 2 Newcastle Breakers 1 


UTS Olympic 1 Melbourne Knights 0 
West Adelaide 0 South Melbourne 2 
Perth Glory3 . Wollongong City 1 
Canberra Cosmos 1 Brisbane Strikers 4 


Collingwood Warriors 1 Adelaide City 3 


Gippsland Falcons 1 Sydney United 2 
ROUND 11 (week-ending 22nd December) 
Marconi-Fairfield 5 UTS Olympic 1 
Melbourne Knights 4 West Adelaide 0 

South Melbourne 1 Perth Glory 0 
Wollongong City 2 Canberra Cosmos 1 
Brisbane Strikers 5 Collingwood Warriors 2 
Adelaide City 4 Gippsiand Falcons 1 


Newcastle Breakers 3 Sydney United 1 
ROUND 12 (week-ending 29th December) 


West Adelaide 2 Marconi-Fairfield 1 
UTS Olympic 2 Newcastle Breakers 2 
Perth Glory 3 Melbourne Knighis 2 
Canberra Cosmos {1 South Melbourne 6 


Collingwood Warriors 1 Wollongong City 1 
Gippsiand Falcons i Brisbane Strikers 3 
Sydney United 1 Adelaide City 1 


ROUND 13 (week—ending Sth January) 


Adelaide City 2 Newcastle Breakers 2 
Brisbane Strikers3 Sydney United 0 
Wollongong City 5 Gippsland Falcons 2 


South Melbourne 4 Collingwood Warriors 0 


Melbourne Knights 1 Canberra Cosmos 1 
Marconi Fairfield 1 Perth Glory 2 
UTS Olympic 1 West Adelaide 4 


ROUND 14 (week-ending 12th January) 
Newcastle Breakers 1 Adelaide City 1 
Sydney United 4 Brisbane Strikers 0 
Gippsland Falcons 1 Wollongong City 3 
Collingwood Warriors 4 South Melbourne 0 


Canberra Cosmos 2 Melbourne Knights 4 
Perth Glory 1 Marconi Fairfield 1 
West Adelaide 2 UTS Olympic 1 


ROUND 15 (week-ending 2nd February) 


Brisbane Strikers 1 Adslaide City 3 
Wollongong City 1 Sydney United 4 
South Melbourne 2 Gippsland Falcons 0 
Melbourne Knights 0 Collingwood Warriors 1 
Marconi Fairfield 1 Canberra Cosmos 0 
UTS Olympic 0 Perth Glory 2 

West Adelaide 2 Newcastie Breakers 1 


ROUND 16 (week-ending 9th February) 


Adelaide City 0 Wollongong City 0 
Sydney United 2 South Melbourne 0 
Gippsland Falcons 1 Melbourne Knights 2 


Collingwood Warriors 1 Marconi Fairfield 2 
Canberra Cosmos 0 UTS Olympic 2 
Perth Glory 1 West Adelaide 1 
Newcastle Breakers 3 Brisbane Strikers 1 


ROUND 17 (week-ending 16th February) 


South Melbourne 0 Adelaide City 2 
Wollongong City 0 Brisbane Strikers 4 
Marconi Fairfield 1 Gippsland Falcons 0 


Melbourne Knights 1 Sydney United 1 
UTS Olympic v Collingwood Warriors NP 
West Adelaide 4 Canberra Cosmos 1 
Perth Glory 0 Newcastle Breakers 2 


ROUND 18 (week-ending 23rd February) 
Adelaide City v Melbourne Knights 
Brisbane Strikers v South Melbourne 
Canberra Cosmos v Perth Glory 
Collingwood Warriors v West Adelaide 
Gippsland Falcons v UTS Olympic 
Sydiney United v Marconi Fairfield 
Newcastle Breakers v Wollongong City 


ROUND 19 (week-ending 2nd March) 

Marconi Fairfield v Adelaide City 

Melbourne Knights v Brisbane Strikers 

South Melbourne v Wollongong City 

Canberra 1 Newcastle Breakers 1 (1/11/96) 
Perth Giory v Collingwood Warriors 

West Adelaide v Gippsland Falcons 

UTS Olympic v Sydney United 


ROUND 20 (week-—ending Sth March) 
Adelaide City v UTS Olympic 

Brisbane Strikers v Marconi Fairfield 
Wollongong City v Melbourne Knights 
Collingwood Warriors v Canberra Cosmos 
Gippsland Falcons v Perth Glory 

Sydney United v West Adelaide 
Newcastle Breakers v South Melbourne 


ROUND 21 (week-ending 16th March) 
Melbourne Knights v South Melbourne 
Marconi Fairfield vy Wollongong City 

UTS Olympic v Brisbane Strikers 

West Adelaide v Adelaide City 

Perth Glory v Sydney United 

Canberra Cosmos v Gippsiand Falcons 
Collingwood Warriors v Newcastle Breakers 


ROUND 22 (week-ending 23rd March) 
Adelaide City v Perth Glory 

Brisbane Strikers v West Adelaide 
Wollongong City v UTS Olympic 

South Melbourne v Marconi Fairfield 
Gippsland Falcons v Collingwood Warriors 
Sydney United v Canberra Cosmos 
Newcastle Breakers v Melbourne Knights 


ROUND 23 (week-ending 30th March) 
Marconi Fairfield vy Melbourne Knights 
UTS Olympic v South Melbourne 

West Adelaide v Wollongong City 

Perth Glory v Brisbane Strikers 

Canberra Cosmos v Adelaide City 
Collingwood Warriors v Sydney United 
Gippsland Falcons v Newcastle Breakers 


ROUND 24 (week-ending 6th April) 
Melbourne Knights v UTS Olympic 
South Melbourne v West Adelaide 
Wollongong City v Perth Glory 
Brisbane Strikers v Canberra Cosmos 
Adelaide City v Collingwood Warriors 
Sydney United v Gippsland Falcons 
Newcastle Breakers v Marconi Fairfield 


ROUND 25 (week-ending 13th April) 
UTS Olympic v Marconi Fairfield 

West Adelaide v Melbourne Knights 
Perth Glory v South Melbourne 
Canberra Cosmos v Wollongong City 
Collingwood Warriors v Brisbane Strikers 
Sydney United v Newcastle Breakers 
Gippsland Faicons v Adelaide City 


ROUND 26 (week-ending 20th April} 
Adelaide City v Sydney United 
Brisbane Strikers v Gippsland Falcons 
Wollongong City v Collingwood Warriors 
South Melbourne v Canberra Cosmos 
Melbourne Knights v Perth Glory 
Marconi Fairfield v West Adelaide 
Newcastle Breakers v UTS Olympic 
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Engineering. 
Excellence and. 
Technology 


CEFRANK has over the years ‘eve ae Bis SS 
expertise in the following areas#< 


Le 208 ENGINEERING 
ndustri 
- Chemical & Processing Incorporated in NSW © 
- Véneer Production ' os 
"'- Food Industry | 17 - 20 Valediction Road, 
- Metal. Manufacture Kings Park, NSW 2148 
; Wools ie Mectnts Australia. 
- Material Handling Conveying Tel: (02) 622 4222 
- Robotics and Automation " = 
- Hydraulic, Pneumatic & electric control Fax: (02) 622 4095 - 


intl. Prefix: + 61 2 
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1-12 TONNE TRUCKS 


24 HOUR 


TRANSPORT SERVICE 
TAXI TRUCK SERVICE a“ 


HOURLY/PERMANENT HIRE 
WHOLE METROPOLITAN AREA , 
RADIO CONTROLLED | 


MOBILE ADVERTISING | 
EXTRA COMPETITIVE RATES © sana al | 


40 Bentley St, Wertherill Park, 2164 


725 2655 


Faxsimile 725 2215 


or» 


WE GET A KICK OUT 
OF SUPPORTING 
THE SYDNEY UNITED 
PUMAS. 


puma’ 


PUMA0646 


